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PHT 6807 Clinical Education IV (6 credit hours) 

Year 3: Fall Semester 7/1st 8 wks. 

(August 18, 2025– October 10, 2025) 

                                             Delivery Format: In Clinic and 

                                On-line Learning via Canvas, Exxat, & CPI 

 

Rachelle Studer-Byrnes, PT, DPT 
Board Certified Neurologic Physical Therapist 
Co- Acting Director of Clinical Education 
rstuder@phhp.ufl.edu, (352) 273-7255 (EST) 
Office Hours: HPNP Room 1154, Monday’s 1-2pm or other time based on clinic schedule 
 
Michael Hodges, PT, DPT, MHS 
Board Certified Orthopedic Physical Therapist 
Co-Acting Director of Clinical Education 
mhodges@phhp.ufl.edu, 352-222-3681 (EST) 
Office Hours: CLC Office 216, Monday’s 12:30-1:30pm or other time based on clinic schedule 
 

CE Hours: 8 weeks full-time following the schedule provided by the clinic. Must complete 36-40 hours per 

week and no less than 288 hours by the completion of the course. Students are required to follow the 

schedule of their clinical instructors which may vary.  

Prerequisites: Course participation is limited to entry-level DPT students who have successfully completed all 

UF DPT Program Courses: Year 1, Semesters 1, 2 and 3; Year 2, Semesters 4, 5 and 6; and be in good 

academic/professional standing. 

 

Purpose and Outcome 

 

Course Overview: This course is designed to provide DPT students the opportunity to apply, practice and hone 

their clinical and professional skills in a realistic practice environment under the supervision of a licensed 

physical therapist who will serve as a clinical educator. This is the 2nd of four full-time clinical experiences and 

students at this level are expected to achieve intermediate ratings as indicated on the APTA CPI instrument by 

the completion of clinical experience. The culmination of four required clinical education experiences will 

allow the student to demonstrate competence in managing patients with a variety of dysfunctions involving 

mailto:rstuder@phhp.ufl.edu
mailto:mhodges@phhp.ufl.edu
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musculoskeletal, neuromuscular, cardio/pulmonary, and integumentary systems. These clinical experiences 

will also expose the student to a variety of patients with varying age groups and levels of skilled care. 

Relation to Program Outcomes  

The following outcomes have been established for graduates of the UF DPT program: 

Goal #1: To prepare graduates to integrate foundational skills and knowledge of physiological systems 

with problem-solving and critical thinking to deliver service that is evidence informed. 

Goal #2: To prepare graduates to be compassionate, collaborative, and interprofessional, practitioners 

who meet patient needs within the dynamic, evolving healthcare system and society 

Goal #3: To prepare graduates to serve as advocates and leaders in healthcare, the profession, and the 

community.  

• SG1: To prepare entry-level students/graduates to become practitioners of collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, evidence-based practice and meet the dynamic needs of physical therapy healthcare 
consumers. 

• SG1a. The Program will enroll entry-level students/graduates who meet high standards in the 
areas of academic aptitude. 

• SG1b. Students/graduates will be independent problem-solvers and critical thinkers. 
• SG1c. Students/graduates will be autonomous practitioners able to diagnose and treat 

movement disorders. 
• SG1d. Students/graduates will be physical therapists who address the unique physical and 

psychosocial characteristics of each individual client. 
• SG1e. Student/graduates will be physical therapists who adhere to state and professional 

ethical and legal regulations. 
• SG1f. Student/graduates will be physical therapists who provide safe and effective physical 

therapy services in a variety of clinical settings. 

Clinical Education Readiness: 

Prior to initiating CE, all core faculty are responsible to ensure that each S-DPT is professional, competent, safe and 

ready to progress to clinical education. Faculty determine S-DPT readiness through ongoing assessment in didactic and 

practical coursework, professional and ethical behaviors assessments, Objective Standardized Clinical Examinations, and 

Competency-based Assessments and Evaluations. Faculty in collaboration with the DCE and Program Director 

communicate S-DPT readiness ensuring critical safety elements, readiness outcomes, and potential remediation needs if 

not ready. Matters of clinical readiness are communicated individually with each S-DPT with learning outcomes and 

advisement in consultation with the DCE, PD, and Faculty Advisor of Record [CAPTE Standards and Required Elements: 

4O, 4N, 5D, 6D].  

 

https://www.capteonline.org/globalassets/capte-docs/2024-capte-pt-standards-required-elements.pdf
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Progression of Full Time Clinical Education Course Sequence & Learning Outcome Expectations: 

Full Time  
UF DPT CE 
COURSE 

Year in 
Program/Semester 

Semester 16 wks 
Timing-Placement 

APTA CPI 
Outcome (14 
Criteria) 

APTA PBAT 
Outcome (10 
behaviors) 

PHT 6811 CE 3 Year 2 /Semester 5 
Spring 

Last 8 weeks 
March-May 

Adv Beginner Developing 

PHT 6807 CE 4 Year 3 /Semester 7 
Fall 

First 8 weeks 
Aug-October 

Intermediate Entry-level 

PHT 6817 CE 5 Year 3 /Semester 7 
Fall  

Last 8 weeks 
Oct-December 

Advanced 
Intermediate 

Entry-level 

PHT 6823 CE 6 Year 3 /Semester 8  
Spring 

First 8 weeks  
January-Feb/Mar 

Entry-level  Entry-level  

[CAPTE Standards and Required Elements: 6A, 6D, 6E] 

Each s-DPT, completes 4 (four), full-time CE experiences, that must have a variety of clinical experiences that incorporate 

clinical practice across the life span and continuum of care. Each s-DPT must complete a minimum of one full-time 

,clinical experience in each of the following categories differentiated by medical complexity of the patient population:  

o Category 1 (C1): Low medical management complexity, high function, and independence (outpatient 

neurological/orthopedic or sports facilities)  

o Category 2 (C2) Moderate medical management complexity, moderate function, and independence 

(sub-acute/in-patient rehabilitation setting/skilled nursing facility), and  

o Category 3 (C3) High medical management complexity, low function and independence: (acute 

care/ICU/transplant units  [CAPTE Standards and Required Elements: 6A, 6D, 6H] 

Clinical Education Course Objectives for CE 4: 

1. Practice in a safe manner that minimizes risk to patient, self, and others, adhering to the APTA Code of Ethics, 
consistent with the APTA Core Values and compliant with the state of Practice Act; including all federal, state, 
and institutional regulations related to patient/client care, practice operations, and fiscal management. [CAPTE 
Standards and Required Elements: 3F, 6D, 6F, 7D6, 7D23] 

2. Display self-and peer-assessment practices to improve clinical and professional performance, including 
substantive completion of the mid-term and final APTA Clinical Performance Instrument (CPI), APTA Student Site 
Evaluation Form (SSEF) and all assignments.[2D4, 2D8, 2E, 4P, 6H, 7,7B,  7B1, 7C, 7C2,7D ] 

3. Engage in self-reflection awareness while collaborating with Clinical Instructor’s (minimum of 1 year full-time, 
post licensure experience) feedback to evaluate professional formation performance, while showcasing a 
growth-oriented mindset.[4P, 7B, 7C, 7C3, 7D, 7D17] 

4. Model entry-level on all 10 behaviors of APTA’s Professional Behaviors Assessment Tool (PBAT), with 
progression toward post-entry level.[4P, 7B, 7C, 7C3, 7D, 7D5, 7D17] 

5. Apply advanced evidence-informed practices, clinical guidelines, and relevant legislation to promote and ensure 
safe and effective patient care. [6D, 6F, 7B2, 7B3, 7C1, 7D, 7D6, 7D23, 7D25] 

https://www.capteonline.org/globalassets/capte-docs/2024-capte-pt-standards-required-elements.pdf
https://www.capteonline.org/globalassets/capte-docs/2024-capte-pt-standards-required-elements.pdf
https://www.capteonline.org/globalassets/capte-docs/2024-capte-pt-standards-required-elements.pdf
https://www.capteonline.org/globalassets/capte-docs/2024-capte-pt-standards-required-elements.pdf
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6. Explain complex clinical findings to patients and families with cultural humility, using language that is easily 
understandable and culturally sensitive to promote patient comprehension and engagement.[6D, 7A, 7D1, 
7D13, 7D21, 7D22] 

7. With supervision and guidance, perform comprehensive clinical screenings and examinations, adapting 
techniques to meet diverse patient needs for both simple and complex cases.[7D, 7D1, 7D2] 

8. Exhibit fluid physical therapy interventions with entry-level skill and clinical judgment, while being capable of 
managing a minimum of 25% up to 75% caseload independently within the clinical site (in a non-specialty 
setting). [2D4, 6D, 6E,7A, 7D, 7D10] 

9. Apply scientific principles and current research findings, including health informatics, to modify plans of care/ 
interventions/case management and address unique patient presentations.[7C1, 7D6, 7D7, 7D8, 7D9, 7D10, 
7D11,7D16, 7D19]  

10. Create a discontinuation of the episode of care plan that optimizes success for the patient in moving along the 
continuum of care.[7D9] 

11. Analyze complex patient presentations to accurately distinguish between conditions that fall within the physical 
therapy scope and those requiring referral to other healthcare providers.[7D1]  

12. Assess patient outcomes, including the use of appropriate standardized tests and measures that address 
impairments of body functions and structures, activity limitations, and participation restrictions.[7D12] 

13. Design and implement strategies to improve safety in the health care setting as an individual and member of the 
interprofessional team. [7D23] 

14. Participate in the financial management of the practice setting, including accurate billing and payment for 
services rendered. [7D24] 

15. Differentiate between varying educational strategies (written, explanation, demonstration, etc.), selecting and 
implementing the most effective approach for individual patient learning needs and preferences. [7C2, 7D13] 

16. Evaluate patient progress and outcomes using objective measures, adjusting interventions, to align with patient-
centered goals. [7D11, 7D12] 

17. Design and implement comprehensive, individualized plans of care that integrate patient’s specific values, 
examination findings, and evidence-based practices, optimizing therapeutic outcomes. [6F, 7C1, 7D2] 

18. Determines a clinical diagnosis for PT plan of care, with consideration for patients’/clients’ financial concerns or 
needs, and anticipated outcomes using the ICF model. [7D1, 7D3, 7D4]  

19. Determine a prognosis that includes patient and client goals and expected outcomes within available resources 
(including applicable payment sources) and specify expected length of time to achieve the goals and 
outcomes.[7D5] 

20. Establishes and effective, safe, patient-centered, evidence-informed plan of care with ongoing case 
management through test/re-test and outcomes measures to ensure patients/clients progression towards 
discharge goals; while also considering prognostic factors.  

21. Recognize/address client needs for other services. [7D1] 
22. Apply clinical screening and examination techniques to appropriately identify patient needs for physical therapy 

services. [7D1] 
23. Evaluate data from the examination to make clinical judgments. [7D2] 
24. Defend clinical reasoning by strategically gathering, interpreting, and synthesizing information from multiple 

sources to make sound clinical judgments and effective decisions, including test selection, diagnosis, prognosis, 
goal setting, care planning, and interventions in collaboration with all stakeholders. [7C1] 

25. Combine tests and measures to complete evidence-based initial and re-examinations that are relevant to the 
practice setting; rule out other pathologies and refer/consult with other healthcare professionals as necessary to 
maintain patient safety with optimal case management. [6D,7D1] 



University of Florida 
College of Public Health & Health Professions  

Department of Physical Therapy 

5 
 

   

 

26.  Evaluate data from the patient/client examination (e.g., history, systems review, tests and measures, screening, 
and outcome measures) to make clinical decisions, including the determination of a diagnosis to guide future 
patient/client management. [7C1, 7D, 7D2, 7D4] 

27. Design and adapt plans of care that are safe, effective, patient-centered, evidence-informed and considers 
prognostic factors for goal progressions.[6D, 7D5] 

28. Demonstrate effective supervision of physical therapist assistants and/or unlicensed PT personnel in accordance 
with legal standards and guidelines.[6F, 7D7] 

29. Generates accurate and complete documentation consistent with facility requirements and regulatory 
guidelines, that includes changes in the patient/client status, descriptions and progressions of intervention and 
communications among providers and care team members. [7D15, 7D25] 

30. Recognizes the need to refer patients to other providers for tests and/or interventions beyond the scope of PT 
practice. [7D1, 7B2] 

31. Advocate for patient/client access to needed PT services and equipment [CAPTE 7D1, 7B2] 
32. Achieve Intermediate level  Performance on all APTA CPI Criteria. [2D4, 4P, 6D, 6E, 7D] 

a. Safety across all criteria 
b. Professionalism: Ethical Practice, Legal Practice, Professional Growth 
c. Interpersonal: Communication, Inclusivity 
d. Technical/Procedural: Clinical Reasoning, Examination, Evaluation, Diagnosis, Plan of Care, Case 

Management, Interventions and Education 
e. Business: Documentation, Financial Management and Fiscal Responsibility 
f. Responsibility: Guiding and Coordinating Support Staff 

 
33. Synthesize cognitive, psychomotor, and affective domain skills to ensure safe and effective clinical practice 

across diverse clinical environments. [6D, 6E,7D6, 7D23] 
34. Educate others using teaching methods that are commensurate with the needs of the learner, including 

participation in collaborative clinical education, teaching others, peers, and colleagues while incorporating 
matters of cultural humility, and the Social Determinants of Health (SDoH) with patient/caregiver education.  
[7D13] 

35. Manage the delivery of care consistent with administrative policies and procedures of the practice environment, 
including environmental emergencies.[7D14] 

36. Demonstrates awareness of financial barriers to care, adjusts treatment plans based on patient needs and 
insurance limitations, understands insurance terms (e.g., copay, deductible), bills appropriately within legal and 
regulatory guidelines, while practicing fiscally responsible behaviors, including time and resource 
management.[7D20] 

37. Design, implement, and professionally communicate an evidence-informed educational in-service or clinical 
project that addresses a key area of physical therapy practice by integrating current research findings, ethical 
considerations, and best practice guidelines. 
 [6F, 7B2, 7C1] 

 

The course grade is informed as follows: 

Grades are assigned by the Director/Assistant Director of Clinical Education based on review of the Physical Therapist 

Clinical Performance Instrument (CPI) completed by the Clinical Instructor and successful completion of all CE 

assignments. The DCE/ADCE will seek clarification of all scores and comments contained in student evaluations that are 
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found to be unclear or lacking in objectivity. To receive a Satisfactory (“S”) for the course, students are expected to meet 

or exceed Intermediate Performance by the end of the clinical experience, for all 12 performance criteria on the APTA 

CPI 3.0 [[CAPTE Standards and Required Elements: 7D] 

Each performance criterion includes a list of sample behaviors, a section for midterm and final comments for each 

performance dimension, a rating scale consisting of a line with 6 defined anchors, and a significant concerns box for 

midterm and final evaluations. Every performance criterion in this instrument is important to the overall assessment of 

clinical competence, and all criteria are observable in every clinical experience.  

The student must provide descriptive narrative comments for all performance criteria. Descriptive narrative comments 

and rating provided for each performance criteria by the clinical faculty should be reviewed with the student. 

Definition of Intermediate Performance: A student who requires clinical supervision less than 50% of the time managing 

patients/clients with non-complex conditions and 75% of the time managing patients/clients with complex conditions. 

The student maintains at least 50% of a full-time, entry-level physical therapist’s caseload. At this level, the student is 

proficient with simple tasks and is developing the ability to consistently perform skilled examinations, interventions, and 

clinical reasoning. (APTA, 2023) 

Instructional Methods 

Students receive clinical mentoring on-site by a licensed physical therapist at their assigned clinical education 

experience site(s).  Students are expected to demonstrate adult learning behaviors by seeking out learning 

opportunities, completing assignments, and clearly communicating goals and expectations to clinical mentors 

and faculty. Students are also expected to address any conflicts or concerns with their clinical instructor (CI) 

and the Site Coordinator for Clinical Education (SCCE) as appropriate.  

Blended Learning   

A Blended Learning class uses a mixture of technology and face-to-face instruction to help maximize learning. 

In addition to your attendance at the clinical site, you will have assignments posted in EXXAT that are required 

to successfully complete this course. You are also required to monitor your ufl email for communication with 

the DPT program. 

What is expected of you?  

You are expected to actively engage in the online course components throughout the semester. You must 

arrive to your clinical facility fully prepared by completing all assigned tasks and developing an understanding 

of the patients you may see. This preparation gives you the knowledge or practice needed to engage in higher 

levels of learning and to meet the needs of your patients.  If you are not prepared, you may struggle to keep 

pace with the activities and patient needs occurring that day, and it is unlikely that you will reach the course's 

higher learning goals. Similarly, you are expected to actively participate in your learning. Your participation 

fosters a rich experience for you, your peers, your clinical instructor, and your patients that facilitates overall 

mastery of the course objectives. 

https://www.capteonline.org/globalassets/capte-docs/2024-capte-pt-standards-required-elements.pdf
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Course Materials and Technology 

Recommended resources:   
1. Guide to Physical Therapist Practice, APTA 
2. State Practice Act for state in which your clinical site is located 
3. UF DPT Student Handbook 
4. UF DPT Clinical Education Handbook 
5.  Program textbooks and notes 
 

Required technology: 

1. Access to EXXAT Clinical Education Database Management – Chrome browser 
2. UF Canvas E-Learning Site 
3. UF Email 
4. Access to APTA CPI 3.0: cpi.apta.org 
5. Site specific electronic documentation – access supplied by site 

 

 

For technical support for this class related to e-learning, please contact the UF Help Desk at: 

● Learning-support@ufl.edu 

● (352) 392-HELP - select option 2 

● https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml 

For issues related to technical support for EXXAT, please contact Becca Kidwell at ufdptclined@phhp.ufl.edu 

 
 

Assignments 

https://phhp.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/DEPARTMENT-OF-PHYSICAL-THERAPY-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://phhp.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/UF-DPT-Clinical-Education-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
file:///C:/Users/hackg/Desktop/Learning-support@ufl.edu
https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml
mailto:ufdptclined@phhp.ufl.edu
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Grading and Assessment 

Students shall abide by the clinical education attendance policy as outlined in the UF DPT Clinical Education 

Handbook. Standardized criteria according to the Student Clinical Performance Instrument (CPI) of the APTA 

will be utilized by clinical instructors to assess student performance.  This course is graded as Satisfactory or 

Unsatisfactory based on the student’s ability to meet the course objectives noted above.  Students must 

complete online assignments accurately and in a timely fashion.  Students must achieve a minimum of 80% of 

the points for the online assignments and meet the “Intermediate” performance criteria as outlined above 

in the Student Clinical Performance Instrument to achieve a “Satisfactory” grade. The grade is assigned by 

the DCE/ADCE faculty member utilizing the CPI and the CI/SCCE insight as needed. 

 

More information on UF grading policy may be found at: 

http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=10&navoid=2020#grades 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx  

Policy Related to Required Class Attendance 

Students are expected to abide by the clinical education attendance policy as outlined in the UF DPT Clinical 

Education Handbook.  Students are required to assume the same schedule as their supervising clinical instructor 

each scheduled day. This can vary based on the clinical setting and the clinical instructor.  Student absences 

should be reported in Exxat and communicated to FOR via email as outlined in the Clinical Education Handbook.  

 

 

Student Expectations, Roles, and Opportunities for Input 

 

Expectations Regarding Course Behavior – students are expected to check their UF email daily and                 are 
expected to submit their course assignments timely to Canvas or Exxat as instructed in each activity. They 
are expected to follow the guidelines as outlined in the Clinical Education Student Manual. 

 

Academic Policies & Resources for this Course - Required 
In addition to the UF Department of Physical Therapy DPT Handbook and UF DPT Clinical Education Handbook, 
the links herein UF PHHP Academic Policies & Resources provide important and relevant information to 
support your UF success, including: Matters of Attendance, Disability Resources, Grading, Course Evaluations, 
University Honesty Policy, UF Code of Conduct Information, In class recording, Computing Services, Library 
Support, Career Connections, Academic Resources, Writing Studio, Ombuds Information, Enrollment 
Management/Registrar, Financial Aid, Admissions, UF Student Success Initiative, Campus and Wellness 
Resources-UF Whole Gator. 
 

http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=10&navoid=2020#grades
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx
https://phhp.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/DEPARTMENT-OF-PHYSICAL-THERAPY-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://phhp.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/UF-DPT-Clinical-Education-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/uf-syllabus-policy-links/
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