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University of Florida 
College of Public Health & Health Professions Syllabus 

PHC6900: Environmental and Global Health Journal Club (variable credits 0-1) 
Semester: Fall/Spring 

Delivery Format: On-campus 
 

Instructor Name: Afsar Ali, PhD 
Room Number: CGRC-133 
Phone Number: 352-273-7984 
Email Address: aali@epi.ufl.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesdays (11AM -12PM) 
Physical address: 
Emerging Pathogens Institute, Room No. 276  
2055 Mowry Rd< Gainesville, FL 32610 
 
Preferred Course Communications: Canvass; e-mail (aali@epi.ufl.edu) 

Prerequisites 
None 
 
 
PURPOSE AND OUTCOME 

Course Overview 
Provides students with fundamental skills for critically reading, understanding, and analyzing scientific 
research papers focusing primarily on environmental and global health avenues. Students present peer-
reviewed journal papers with an impact factor ≥3, and lead class discussions. Designed to equip students 
with critical thinking and public speaking skills.  

Relation to Program Outcomes 
This course fulfills a core requirement for graduate students in the PhD program in Public Health, 
Environmental Health and One Health concentrations. However, students from Environmental Health and 
One Health masters programs are welcome to take this course.  

Course Objectives and/or Goals 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Describe and critique the structure and content of a peer-reviewed scientific paper 
2. Perform a critical analysis of data presented and described in the published literature  
3. Implement reasoned arguments to defend a scientific conclusion/viewpoint 
4. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of a scientific paper 
5. Design, organize, and deliver high quality presentations of a scientific study  

Instructional Methods 
1. Individual class presentations 
2. Class discussions on presentations 

What is expected of you?  
You are expected to actively engage in the course throughout the semester. You must come to class 
prepared by completing all out-of-class assignments. This preparation gives you the knowledge or practice 
needed to engage in higher levels of learning during the live class sessions.  If you are not prepared for the 
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face-to-face sessions, you may struggle to keep pace with the activities occurring in the live sessions, and it 
is unlikely that you will reach the higher learning goals of the course. Similarly, you are expected to actively 
participate in the live class. Your participation fosters a rich course experience for you and your peers that 
facilitates overall mastery of the course objectives. 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE CONTENT 

Topical Outline/Course Schedule 
 

Week Date(s) Presenter Paper(s) to be presented and discussed 
1 Aug 26 Instructor How to read, critique, and present a scientific paper 
2 Sept 2 TBD* Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
3 Sept 9 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
4 Sept 16 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
5 Sept 23 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
6 Sept 30 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
7 Oct 7 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
8 Oct 14 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
9 Oct 21 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
10 Oct 28 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
11 Nov 4 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
12 Nov 11 No class; holiday None 
13 Nov 18 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 
14 Nov 25 No class; holiday None 
15 Dec 2 TBD Chosen by student and approved by instructor 

* Students registered for the class will be assigned a date for their class presentation 

Course Materials and Technology 
There is no required textbook for this course. Pertinent journal articles and reading materials as they apply to each 
class meeting will be found on the course website. Other materials will be accessible online. 
 
The course website will be accessible through UF Canvas, the learning management system supported by the 
University. Log in at https://elearning.ufl.edu/ using your Gatorlink ID and password. The course website will be listed 
as PHC6900: Environmental and Global Health Journal Club. The syllabus, class schedule, reading/presentation 
assignments will be posted here. Once the course begins, all communication will take place during class time or 
through the Canvas e-Learning site. All course-related emails should be sent using Canvas. This will eliminate any issues 
with students not getting emails due to connection problems. It will be your responsibility to check the site on a routine 
basis to keep up with announcements, emails, and course modifications.  
 
For technical support for this class, please contact the UF Help Desk at: 

• helpdesk@ufl.edu 
• (352) 392-HELP - select option 2 
• https://helpdesk.ufl.edu/ 

Additional Academic Resources 
 

• Career Connections Center: Reitz Union Suite 1300, 352-392-1601. Career assistance and counseling services. 
• Library Support: Various ways to receive assistance with respect to using the libraries or finding resources. 

https://elearning.ufl.edu/
mailto:helpdesk@ufl.edu
https://helpdesk.ufl.edu/
https://career.ufl.edu/
https://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask
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• Teaching Center: Broward Hall, 352-392-2010 or to make an appointment 352- 392-6420. General study skills 
and tutoring.  

• Writing Studio: 2215 Turlington Hall, 352-846-1138. Help brainstorming, formatting, and writing papers. 
• Student Complaints On-Campus: Visit the Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code webpage for more 

information.  
• On-Line Students Complaints: View the Distance Learning Student Complaint Process 
• Enrollment Management Complaints (Registrar, Financial Aid, Admissions): View the Student Complaint 

Procedure webpage for more information. 
 
 
 
 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

General Information 
Students will be graded on their individual presentation(s) to the class as well as their participation in class discussions. 

Assignments: 

Class participation (3 points per week x 12 weeks = 36 points or 36% of final grade)  
All students will participate in discussions each week throughout the course. All students are expected to 
have critically read the paper in advance and come prepared to have a good discussion. Students will receive 
credit for these discussions based on their active contribution to the discussions, which will be conducted as 
a class group. All discussions will take place in the classroom. Each student will participate in 12 discussions, 
and present/lead 1 discussion (discussed below). Point for discussions are awarded in every week except the 
week the student presents. Students who have been active participants in a given week’s discussion will 
receive 3 points with a total of 36 points over the 12 discussions. During class discussions, professional 
courtesy to your peers is expected when providing feedback and constructive criticism. Each session, the 
instructor will call on students at random to discuss the article. Professionalism will be assessed as follows: 

• 3 points: Student is often engaged in learning, asking appropriate questions, and proactively 
contributing to discussion of the paper. 

• 2 points: Student is sometimes engaged in learning, asking appropriate questions, and proactively 
contributing to discussion of the paper. 

• 1 point: Student rarely engages in learning, asks appropriate questions, and proactively contributes 
to discussion of the paper. 

• 0 points: Student never engages in learning, asks appropriate questions, and proactively contributes 
to discussion of the paper. 

Class presentation (64 points or 64%)  
Each student will present a research paper from scientific literature during the course. Scientific article must 
be chosen from one of the following areas of research within environmental and global health:  

• One Health – the global intersection of human, animal, and environmental health  
• Environmental toxicology  
• Global environmental change  
• Exposure science  
• Emerging environmental hazards  
• Nanoscience  
• Mechanisms of environmental diseases  

https://teachingcenter.ufl.edu/
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-%20code-student-conduct-code/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-%20code-student-conduct-code/
https://www.sfa.ufl.edu/pub/StudentComplaintPolicy.pdf
https://em.ufl.edu/complaint
https://em.ufl.edu/complaint
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o Infectious diseases  
o Chemical and non-biological agents  

• Water quality and sanitation  
• Global health nutrition  
• Aquatic animal health  
• Worker health and safety  

 
Each student will submit the paper that they propose to present to the instructor for approval at least one 
week before their scheduled presentation. Each presentation will be in the form of a PowerPoint 
presentation. The presentation time allotted will vary between 25-35 minutes. A question and 
answer/discussion period with the class will follow the student’s presentation.  
 
The class presentation will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
Presentation Content (Total points 100) 
Summary of the paper (25 points):  

• Primary research questions or objectives 
• Methods or approach used 
• Important conclusion 
• Any limitations of notes 

Critical analysis of the paper (25 points)  
• Strengths and weaknesses  
• Suggested modifications, alternative approaches, etc.  
• Impact and significance  
• Recommendations for “editor” (accept, revise, reject)  

Presentation skills (25 points)  
• Speed, adherence to time limit  
• Professionalism  
• Effective communication 
• Clarity 

Discussion Q&A (25 points)  
• Develop three research questions to present to the class 
• Lead the class discussion 

Grading 
 

Requirement Due date Points or % of final grade (% must sum to 100%) 

Class participation Various (12 total) 36 points / 36% 

Class presentation Various 64 points /64% 

  Total: 100 points / 100% 
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Point system used 

Percentage 
Earned 

Letter 
Grade 

93-100 A 
90-92 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
73-76 C 
70-72 C- 
67-69 D+ 
63-66 D 
60-62 D- 

Below 60 E 
 
Please be aware that a C- is not an acceptable grade for graduate students. The GPA for graduate students must be 3.0 
based on 5000 level courses and above to graduate. A grade of C counts toward a graduate degree only if based on 
credits in courses numbered 5000 or higher that have been earned with a B+ or higher.  
 
More information on UF grading policy may be found at:  
https://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/regulations/#Grades  
 

Policy Related to Make Up Exams or Other Work 
In the event of exceptional situations that may interfere with your ability to attend class or perform an assignment, 
contact the instructor as soon as possible. Such special cases will be dealt on an individual basis, provided that you 
have sufficient documentation.  
 
Please note: Any requests for make-ups due to technical issues MUST be accompanied by the ticket number received 
from LSS when the problem was reported to them. The ticket number will document the time and date of the problem. 
You MUST e-mail me within 24 hours of the technical difficulty if you wish to request a make-up. 

Policy Related to Required Class Attendance 
• 10 minutes late = absence 
• leaving > 15 minutes early = absence 
• 2 unexcused absences = reduction of 10% points from grade 

 
Please note all faculty are bound by the UF policy for excused absences.  
Excused absences must be consistent with university policies in the Graduate Catalog 
(https://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/regulations/#Attendance%20Policies). Additional information can be found 
here: https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx  
 

https://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/regulations/#Grades
https://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/regulations/#Attendance%20Policies
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS, ROLES, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR INPUT 

Expectations Regarding Course Behavior 
You are expected to maintain a civil tone and respect the opinions of other students in the class. While 
discussion is part of the class and is encouraged, aggressive or patronizing tone and language are 
unacceptable and unprofessional.  

Communications Guidelines 
You are encouraged to contact by email using the “Inbox” in Canvas for clarification and assistance with the 
course material and assignments, and for special issues that may arise. Weekday daytime (US Eastern Time) 
emails have the best chances of being answered quickly. Please only use the Canvas “Inbox” to 
communicate with the course instructor.  

Academic Integrity 
Students are expected to act in accordance with the University of Florida policy on academic integrity. As a student at 
the University of Florida, you have committed yourself to uphold the Honor Code, which includes the following pledge: 

“We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest 
standards of honesty and integrity.” 

 
You are expected to exhibit behavior consistent with this commitment to the UF academic community, and on all work 
submitted for credit at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: 
 

“On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” 
 

It is your individual responsibility to know and comply with all university policies and procedures regarding academic 
integrity and the Student Honor Code. Violations of the Honor Code at the University of Florida will not be tolerated. 
Violations will be reported to the Dean of Students Office for consideration of disciplinary action. For additional 
information regarding Academic Integrity, please see Student Conduct and Honor Code or the Graduate Student 
Handbook for additional details: 
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-code-student-conduct-code/ 
https://graduateschool.ufl.edu/work/handbook/ 
 
Please remember cheating, lying, misrepresentation, or plagiarism in any form is unacceptable and inexcusable 
behavior. 

Recording Within the Course 
Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the purposes for which these recordings may 
be used are strictly controlled.  The only allowable purposes are (1) for personal educational use, (2) in connection with 
a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding.  All other 
purposes are prohibited.  Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent of the 
instructor.  
  
A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students about a particular 
subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the presentation, and delivered by any instructor 
hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest instructor, as part of a University of Florida course. A class lecture 
does not include lab sessions, student presentations, clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises 
involving solely student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations between 
students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class session.  
  
Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share, transmit, circulate, 
distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, to another person (or persons), including 

https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-code-student-conduct-code/
https://graduateschool.ufl.edu/work/handbook/
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but not limited to another student within the same class section. Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, 
is considered published if it is posted on or uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not 
limited to social media, book, magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third-party note/tutoring services. A student who 
publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action instituted by a person injured by 
the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code. 

Policy Related to Guests Attending Class  
Only registered students are permitted to attend class. However, we recognize that students who are caretakers may 
face occasional unexpected challenges creating attendance barriers.  Therefore, by exception, a department chair or 
his or her designee (e.g., instructors) may grant a student permission to bring a guest(s) for a total of two class sessions 
per semester.  This is two sessions total across all courses.  No further extensions will be granted.  Please note that 
guests are not permitted to attend either cadaver or wet labs.  Students are responsible for course material regardless 
of attendance. For additional information, please review the Classroom Guests of Students policy in its entirety.  Link to 
full policy: https://phhp.ufl.edu/policy-classroom-guests-of-students/  

Online Faculty Course Evaluation Process 
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by 
completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful 
manner is available at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/ . Students will be notified when the evaluation period 
opens and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu 
under GatorEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students at 
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/. 
 
 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
If you require classroom accommodation because of a disability, it is strongly recommended you register with the Dean 
of Students Office http://www.dso.ufl.edu within the first week of class or as soon as you believe you might be eligible 
for accommodations. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation of accommodations to you, which you 
must then give to me as the instructor of the course to receive accommodations. Please do this as soon as possible 
after you receive the letter. Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as possible in the semester. 
The College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to assist students in their coursework. 

Counseling and Student Health 
Students sometimes experience stress from academic expectations and/or personal and interpersonal issues that may 
interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself facing issues that have the potential to or are already 
negatively affecting your coursework, you are encouraged to talk with an instructor and/or seek help through 
University resources available to you. 
 

• U Matter, We Care: If you or someone you know is in distress, please contact umatter@ufl.edu, 352-392-1575, 
or visit U Matter, We Care website to refer or report a concern and a team member will reach out to the 
student in distress.   

• Counseling and Wellness Center: Visit the Counseling and Wellness Center website or call 352-392-1575 for 
information on crisis services as well as non-crisis services.   

• Student Health Care Center: Call 352-392-1161 for 24/7 information to help you find the care you need, or visit 
the Student Health Care Center website.   

• University Police Department: Visit UF Police Department website or call 352-392-1111 (or 9-1-1 for 
emergencies).   

https://phhp.ufl.edu/policy-classroom-guests-of-students/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/
https://uflorida.sharepoint.com/teams/PHHPCurriculumCommittee/Shared%20Documents/General/Committee%20Resources/umatter@ufl.edu
https://umatter.ufl.edu/
https://counseling.ufl.edu/
https://shcc.ufl.edu/
https://police.ufl.edu/
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• UF Health Shands Emergency Room / Trauma Center: For immediate medical care call 352-733-0111 or go to 
the emergency room at 1515 SW Archer Road, Gainesville, FL 32608; Visit the UF Health Emergency Room and 
Trauma Center website.   

• GatorWell Health Promotion Services: For prevention services focused on optimal wellbeing, including 
Wellness Coaching for Academic Success, visit the GatorWell website or call 352-2734450. 
 

Do not wait until you reach a crisis to come in and talk with us. We have helped many students through stressful 
situations impacting their academic performance. You are not alone so do not be afraid to ask for assistance. 
 
 

Inclusive Learning Environment  
Public health and health professions are based on the belief in human dignity and on respect for the individual. As we 
share our personal beliefs inside or outside of the classroom, it is always with the understanding that we value and 
respect diversity of background, experience, and opinion, where every individual feels valued. We believe in, and 
promote, openness and tolerance of differences in ethnicity and culture, and we respect differing personal, spiritual, 
religious and political values. We further believe that celebrating such diversity enriches the quality of the educational 
experiences we provide our students and enhances our own personal and professional relationships. We embrace The 
University of Florida’s Non-Discrimination Policy, which reads, “The University shall actively promote equal opportunity 
policies and practices conforming to laws against discrimination. The University is committed to non-discrimination 
with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 
marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations, genetic information and veteran status as protected 
under the Vietnam Era Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act.”  
 

  

https://ufhealth.org/locations/uf-health-shands-emergency-room-trauma-center/
https://ufhealth.org/locations/uf-health-shands-emergency-room-trauma-center/
https://gatorwell.ufsa.ufl.edu/
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