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WELCOME!

Welcome to the Master of Public Health Program! Here you will develop the necessary
skills to have far-reaching effects on health, especially with those most in need. Whether
you choose to conquer an infectious disease, fight bioterrorism, influence health policies,
or tackle disparities in access to healthcare, you will find the tools you need in Public
Health! In the MPH program at UF, students are admitted into one of six concentrations —
biostatistics, epidemiology, environmental health, population health management, public
health practice, or social and behavioral sciences — to explore and develop your career as
a leader in public health.

This Student Handbook has been assembled to assist you throughout your time in the
program. It includes important instructions and resources you will need to successfully
complete your degree requirements. Please also review the University of Florida Graduate
Catalog and the Graduate Student Handbook for this academic year. The UF MPH website
is an excellent resource where you can go to access the most current information (hint:
check out the Current Students section!). You are responsible for completing all academic
requirements by the deadline dates and times established by the University. Published
information regarding these deadlines each semester is available from the program
and/or the UF Graduate School.

Our very best wishes as you embark on this new stage of your career. We stand ready to
assist you in every way we can. Please do not hesitate to consult with any of us as
questions and issues arise.

Sincerely,

UF MPH Program Faculty and Staff


http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/
http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/
https://graduateschool.ufl.edu/media/gradufledu/pdf/handbook.pdf
https://mph.ufl.edu/
https://mph.ufl.edu/current-students/
http://www.graduateschool.ufl.edu/
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Key Contacts for MPH Students

Julia Varnes, PhD, MPH, MCHES® Telisha Martin, MA, MHSE Lisa McNeil, MPH
MPH Program Director, Clinical Associate Director & Senior Applied Practice Experience &
Associate Professor Academic Advisor* Outreach Coordinator
HPNP, Room 4133 HPNP, Room 4135 HPNP, Room 4132
352-294-5382 352-273-6444 352-294-5425
ivarnes@ufl.edu martints@phhp.ufl.edu lisamcneil@phhp.ufl.edu

Andre McFadden Il Brittany Gibson, MS, CHES®
Academic Advisor* Admissions & Recruitment
HPNP, Room 4136 Coordinator
352-273-7036 HPNP, Room 4132
andre2011@phhp.ufl.edu 352-273-5634

brittanygibson@phhp.ufl.edu

*Please see Academic Advisor Assignments to check for your Academic Advisor.

Other Key Contacts



mailto:jvarnes@ufl.edu
mailto:martints@phhp.ufl.edu
mailto:lisamcneil@phhp.ufl.edu
mailto:andre2011@phhp.ufl.edu
mailto:brittanygibson@phhp.ufl.edu
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Financial Affairs Contact

Joanne Kreinbihl
HPNP, Student Services Suite
352-273-6115
Sfa-hp@mail.ufl.edu

Biostatistics
Concentration Coordinator

Robert Parker, PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor
5219 CTRB
352-394-5906
RIpl76@ufl.edu

Environmental Health
Concentration Coordinator

Andrew Kane, PhD
Associate Professor
Emerging Pathogens Institute, Room 114
352-273-9203
songliang@ufl.edu

Epidemiology
Concentration Coordinator

Jerne Shapiro, MPH
Instructional Assistant Professor
CTRB, Room 4260
352-273-6861
shapiroj@.ufl.edu

Interim Population Health Management
Concentration Coordinator

Frances Lee Revere, PhD
Department Chair
Professor and Florida Blue Endowed
Chair
HPNP, Room 3107
352-273-6214

frevere@phhp.ufl.edu

Public Health Practice - DVM/MPH
Faculty Advisor

Traci Krueger, DVM, MPH
Affiliate Faculty
kruegert@ufl.edu

Public Health Practice - Campus
Concentration Coordinator

Julia R. Varnes, PhD, MPH, MCHES
MPH Program Director
Clinical Associate Professor
HPNP, Room 4133
352-294-5382
irvarnes@ufl.edu

Public Health Practice - Online
Concentration Coordinator

Social & Behavioral Sciences
Concentration Coordinator

Gaia Zori, PhD, MPH, CHES
Clinical Assistant Professor
HPNP, Room 4135
352-294-5772
gaia.zori@phhp.ufl.edu



mailto:Sfa-hp@mail.ufl.edu
mailto:Rlp176@ufl.edu
mailto:songliang@ufl.edu
mailto:shapiroj@.ufl.edu
mailto:frevere@phhp.ufl.edu
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mailto:gaia.zori@phhp.ufl.edu
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COLLEGE OVERVIEW

The Master of Public Health Program is offered by the College of Public Health and Health
Professions (PHHP), one of six colleges that comprise the University of Florida Health
Science Center (HSC). The other HSC colleges are Dentistry, Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy,
and Veterinary Medicine. Established in 1958, the College was the first of its type in the
United States dedicated to educating students of many different health professions in an
academic health center. In 2003, the College expanded beyond its original focus on health
professions to embrace public health as integral to its mission and goals. We envision our
long history of national leadership in the education of health professionals to continue far
into the future through development and application of innovative models of education,
research, and service that derive from collaboration among public health disciplines and
the health professions.

PHHP Guiding Statements

Purpose

Advance and integrate education, research, and service to meet ongoing and emerging
local, regional, and global health challenges.

Mission

We shape tomorrow’s public health and health professionals through dynamic and
responsive educational programs, transformational research, groundbreaking discoveries,
and equitable health-related service. Our collaborations within the College and beyond
advance the breadth of knowledge, the quality of science, and the attainment of
professional distinction.

Vision
We will excel in developing and delivering innovative, sustainable solutions to pressing

health-related challenges for the greater good of individuals and communities in Florida,
the nation, and the world.

PHHP Values

1 Collaboration
Diversity & Inclusion
Excellence

Integrity

Respect

Social Responsibility
Wellness

= =4 —a -8 -8 -2

Strategic plan

College of Public Health and Health Professions strategic plan presentation



https://phhp.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2015/07/PPT-7-31-15.pptx
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Organizational Structure

The College is comprised of the dean’s office, eight departments, and nine centers and
institutes. The Master of Public Health program is one of three contributive programs in
the college (the other two are the Bachelor of Health Science and the Bachelor of Public
Health). PHHP’s contributive programs, which include the MPH Program, fall under the
purview of the Associate Dean for Educational Affairs.

The MPH program is unique in that it is administered at the college level in collaboration
with the departments of Biostatistics; Environmental and Global Health; Epidemiology; and
Health Services Research, Management and Policy; as well as the Social and Behavioral
Sciences program. MPH students have both the identity of being in the MPH program as
well as a student within their department or concentration.

PHHP Deans
Beth A Virnig, PhD, MPH
Dean of the College of Public Health and (352) 273-6214
Health Professions bvirnig@ufl.edu

Stephanie L Hanson, PhD, ABPP (Rp)
(352) 273-6377

Executive Associate Dean
shanson@phhp.ufl.edu

George Hack, PhD, MEd
(352) 273-6377

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs hacka@phhp. ufl.edu

Mattia Prosperi, PhD, FAMIA

Associate Dean for Al and Innovation (352) 273-5860
m.prosperi@ufl.edu

David Fuller, PhD

) (352) 273-6634
Associate Dean for Research dfuller@phhp.ufl.edu



mailto:bvirnig@ufl.edu
mailto:shanson@phhp.ufl.edu
mailto:hackg@phhp.ufl.edu
mailto:m.prosperi@ufl.edu
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Administrative Units

Department Key Contacts Phone Number ‘

Chair:
Department of Biostatistics Peihua Oiu, PhD 294-5911

Oversees biostatistics concentration ; . -
in the MPH program; offers MS and MPH - Biostatistics Concentration

PhD in Biostatistics Coordinator: 294-5906
Robert Parker, PhD

Department of Environmental & Interim Chair:

Global Health Sarah McKune, MPH, PhD
Oversees environmental health
concentration in the MPH program;
offers MHS in One Health, PhD in
Public Health (One Health), and PhD in
Public Health (Environmental Health)

273-9188

MPH - Environmental & Global Health
Concentration Coordinator: 273-9203
Andrew Kane, PhD

Chair:
Department of Epidemiology | stephen Kimmel, MD, MSCE 273-5468
Oversees epidemiology concentration - - -
in the MPH program:; offers MS and MPH —.Epldemlology Concentration
PhD in Epidemiology Coordinator: 273-6861

Jerne Shapiro, MPH

Department of Health Services
Research, Management & Policy
Oversees Population Health
Management concentration in the
MPH program; offers MHA and PhD in

Chair:
Lee Revere, PhD. MS 273-6377

MPH - Interim Population Health
Management Concentration

i i . 273-6377
Public Health (Health Services Coordinator:
Research) Lee Revere, PhD, MS

. . . Program Director:
Social & Behavioral Sciences Lindsey King, PhD, MPH, CHES, CCRP, | 273-6064
Concentration CTTS

Oversees Social & Behavioral Sciences
concentration in the MPH program;
offers PhD in Public Health (Social &
Behavioral Sciences)

MPH - Social & Behavioral Sciences
Concentration Coordinator: 294-5772
Gaia Zori, PhD, MPH, CHES
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Academic Programs

The College’s commitment to improvements in all aspects of health is reflected in the variety of
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs available.

Bachelor’s Programs Degree

Health Science, Communication Sciences and Bachelor of Health Science (BHS)
Disorders

Health Science, Health Science track Bachelor of Health Science (BHS)
Health Science, Pre-OT track Bachelor of Health Science (BHS)
Public Health Bachelor of Public Health (BPH)
Biostatistics (campus & online) Master of Science (MS)

Epidemiology Master of Science (MS)

One Health (campus & online) Master of Health Science (MHS)

Health Administration Master of Health Administration (MHA)
Communication Sciences and Disorders Master of Arts (MA)

Occupational Therapy Master of Occupational Therapy (MOT)
Public Health Master of Public Health (MPH)

Concentrations:

9 Biostatistics

{| Environmental Health

{ Epidemiology

9l Population Health Management (campus & online)
I Public Health Practice (campus & online)

9 Social & Behavioral Science (campus & online)

Doctoral Programs Degree

Audiology Doctor of Audiology (AuD)
Occupational Therapy Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD)
Biostatistics Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Clinical and Health Psychology Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Communication Sciences and Disorders Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Epidemiology Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Public Health Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

Concentrations:

{ Environmental and Global Health

I Health Services Research

{ One Health

1 Social and Behavioral Sciences
Physical Therapy Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
Rehabilitation Science Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

One Health
Public Health (campus & online)
Global Public Health

10
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PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The MPH Program is administered at the college level, while the MPH concentrations are housed in
the departments of Biostatistics; Environmental and Global Health; Epidemiology; and Health
Services Research, Management and Policy; as well as the Social and Behavioral Sciences
Program. MPH students have both the identity of being in the MPH program as well as a student
within their department or concentration.

MPH students declare a concentration when they apply to the MPH program. Upon enroliment,
students track through their concentration area. Each concentration has a coordinator who serves
as the liaison between that concentration and the MPH program and is responsible for applying
program policies in the concentration. Each student is assigned a faculty advisor/mentor from
their concentration who serves as a professional mentor for students, providing individual
guidance and advice. The timing of these assignments varies by student type and modality. Please
see the Faculty Advisor Mentor section of this handbook for more information.

Using their plans of study created with their Academic Advisor, students in the MPH program self-
register via one.ufl.edu. Students with difficulty registering should contact AskMPH@phhp.ufl.edu.
Starting on the first day of each semester, students will use the UF elLearning System Canvas to
access their courses. (Note: courses do not open until the first day of each semester.)

How the MPH Program Works

The MPH program is offered in multiple different formats (see the MPH Program Formats table on
the following page). All students complete either the traditional 48-credit MPH program, or the
accelerated 42-credit MPH (only for qualified health professionals with terminal degrees). The
MPH program also has combination programs with other bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral
degrees on the UF campus.

In each format, students may concentrate in one of the five core areas of public health:
biostatistics, environmental health, epidemiology, population health management, and social and
behavioral sciences. A sixth concentration in public health practice is an option for students who
meet one of the following criteria:

 Significant health-related work experience

 Significant work experience outside of public health, but with a need to apply public health

concepts in their current position

I Advanced health or health-related degree

I Concurrently completing a terminal degree program
The MPH curricula have been designed to meet current developments in the field of public health,
the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH, 2024) accreditation criteria, and the College’s
mission, goals, and objectives. No matter their program, all students obtain a broad knowledge
base of public health issues and perspectives through the core courses. All students attain depth in
specialized public health knowledge and skills through their concentration (concentration-specific
requirements are listed under each concentration in this handbook). The concepts presented in
the program are integrated and assimilated through applied practice experiences (APEs) and an
integrative learning experience (ILE or Capstone) at the end of the program. For program
requirement details, refer to the MPH Program Requirements starting on page 13.


https://elearning.ufl.edu/
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MPH Program Formats

9 Six public health core courses (16 credits)
Traditional 48- 1 Core courses in an area of concentration (12-15 credits)
credit hour MPH 9 Elective courses relevant to the concentration and individual career goals (12-15 credits)
program 9 Applied Practice Experience course (PHC6941, 3 credits)
9 MPH Capstone course (PHC6940, 3 credits)
Designed for working professionals who have a terminal degree in the health science field; and it may
be completed on either a full- or part-time basis. All accelerated students must complete:
42-credit I 16 credits of core public health coursework
accelerated MPH  12-18 credits selected from at least two of concentration areas
program 9 3-6 credits of elective coursework

{ 3credits of PHC6941 APE
I 2 credits of PHC6940 Capstone

Combination
professional/MPH
programs

Combination professional programs between the MPH and the MD, DVM, PharmD, and JD degrees
involve sharing up to 12 credits (of the required 48 for the MPH), so the amount of time required is
less than if the two programs were pursued separately. Students must apply to, and be accepted by,
each program separately. All MPH and concentration core courses are required, as well as an APE.
These programs, with admission criteria, curricula, and courses approved for sharing, are described
on the Combination degrees page of the MPH Website.

Non-traditional
and concurrent
programs

Non-traditional and concurrent programs between the MPH and other graduate degrees are
developed on an individual basis. UF allows no more than nine credits of coursework from a previous
master’s degree or current masters or PhD degree to be applied to a second graduate degree. When
the MPH is the second degree, students work with the program advisors to identify acceptable
courses from the primary program to use as electives in the MPH program.

As in the case of joint programs, students pursue the 48-credit MPH and are required to complete
MPH and concentration core courses, the capstone, as well as the applied practice experiences.
Programs in this category have also been shared with other graduate programs in Clinical Health
Psychology, Rehabilitation Science, Journalism, Pharmacy, Veterinary Sciences, Anthropology,
Sociology and others. For more information, reach out to the Associate Director.

Combination
bachelor’s to
master’s MPH
degree

The combination bachelor’s to MPH degree is designed for upper-division undergraduate students
at the University of Florida. Students in a combination program complete a prescribed sequence of 15
credit hours of graduate-level public health coursework during their undergraduate program. These
credits may count toward both the bachelor’s program and the MPH. Ideally, these courses replace 15
credits of required college and/or general electives as allowed by the student’s bachelor’s program.
To accrue the 15 credit hours, students complete a mix of public health foundation and concentration
core courses according to their chosen concentration. The remaining 33 credits required for the MPH
are completed after formal acceptance by the Graduate School. Students in combined degree
programs represent a variety of undergraduate majors and allowances for counting graduate credits
towards the undergraduate degree will vary from one bachelor’s program to another. The ideal
sequence of graduate course work to be taken during undergraduate studies can be found on our
Combined Bachelor’s/Master’s planning sheet.



http://www.mph.ufl.edu/programs/collaborative/
https://mph.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2024/04/NEW-MPH-Combination-Bachelors_Masters-Degree-Planning-Form.docx
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MPH Program Requirements

The Professional Series in Public Health prepares MPH students for their final
semester and post-graduation public health careers through Capstone and
Applied Practice Experience preparation, paper and presentation
development, Institutional Review Board requirements, interviewing skills,
and resume construction. All MPH students are enrolled in a Canvas course
for the ProSeries. Meeting dates and times for the ProSeries are listed in
Canvas.

Professional Series
(ProSeries)

IPLH is a learning experience where students collaborate across health
professions to enhance the attitudes, skills, and behaviors necessary to work
effectively on health care teams. The course consists of two to three
modules that use team-oriented learning to promote systems thinking.
Interprofessional Students, working on interprofessional teams, will collaboratively complete
Learning in assignments associated with the three modules over the course of six
Healthcare (IPLH) weeks. All Health Science Center learners (the 6 colleges) are required to
engage in interprofessional learning activities, per accreditation standards.
MPH students may also use these hours toward their required public health
service hours. Be on the lookout for email communication about your
enrollment in this required course.

APE provides the opportunity for each student to apply their knowledge in
the ‘real world’ of public health practice. Students are eligible to complete
Applu?d Practice their internship and enroll in the APE course once they have completed all
Experience (APE) five public health core courses and submitted all necessary internship forms.
. Each student must develop, for the benefit of their APE site, at least two
(3-6 credits)

work products that demonstrate at least five public health competencies.

Please see page 15 for the list of public health competencies.

The Capstone course is taken in the final semester of the program. Students
work with their faculty advisor-mentor to identify an appropriate cumulative

PHC6940 project that allows the student to demonstrate their synthesis of both

Capstone Course foundational and concentration competencies. This project serves as the

in Public Health basis of a formally written paper and professional presentation. The
presentation serves as the final examination milestone for the MPH

(2 credits) program. Thus, students must register for the Capstone course in their final

semester of coursework, and not before completion of all core and
concentration core courses.

MPH Core Competencies
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All students in the MPH Program are expected to master a set of public health
competencies during their studies. The foundational competencies (listed below) are
defined by the Council on Education in Public Health (CEPH, 2024), the accrediting body
for public health schools and programs. The concentration competencies (listed in this
handbook with each respective concentration) were identified by the faculty of the
College of Public Health and Health and are also consistent with CEPH accreditation
standards.

Evidence-based Approaches to Public Health
1. Apply epidemiological methods to settings and situations in public health practice
2. Select quantitative and qualitative data collection methods appropriate for a given
public health context
3. Analyze quantitative and qualitative data using biostatistics, informatics,
computer-based programming and software, as appropriate
4. Interpret results of data analysis for public health research, policy or practice

Public Health & Health Care Systems
5. Compare the organization, structure and function of health care, public health and
regulatory systems across national and international settings
6. Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism undermine
health and create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational,
community and systemic levels

Planning & Management to Promote Health
7. Assess population needs, assets and capacities that affect communities’ health
8. Apply awareness of cultural values and practices to the design, implementation, or
critique of public health policies or programs
9. Design a population-based policy, program, project or intervention
10. Explain basic principles and tools of budget and resource management
11. Select methods to evaluate public health programs

Policy in Public Health
12. Discuss the policy-making process, including the roles of ethics and evidence
13. Propose strategies to identify relevant communities and individuals and build
coalitions and partnerships for influencing public health outcomes
14. Advocate for political, social or economic policies and programs that will improve
health in diverse populations
15. Evaluate policies for their impact on public health and health equity

Continued on the next page A

1L


https://ceph.org/about/org-info/
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Leadership
16. Apply leadership and/or management principles to address a relevant issue
17. Apply negotiation and mediation skills to address organizational or community
challenges

Communication
18. Select communication strategies for different audiences and sectors
19. Communicate audience-appropriate public health content, both in writing and
through oral presentation to a non-academic, non-peer audience with attention to
factors such as literacy and health-literacy.
20. Describe the importance of cultural humility in communicating public health
content

Interprofessional Practice
21. Integrate perspectives from other sectors and/or professions to promote and
advance population health

Systems Thinking

22. Apply systems thinking tools to visually represent a public health issue in a format
other than a standard narrative
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MPH Faculty Advisor & Mentor (FAM)

Upon matriculation into the program, all campus-based MPH students are assigned a
faculty member in their concentration area to serve as Faculty Advisor & Mentor (FAM).
MPH Online students are assigned a FAM at least two semesters prior to the semester
they are slated to complete their MPH Capstone Project. FAM assignments are considered
permanent. If a change is needed, students must follow the procedures outlined in this
handbook.

Any student who has not been assigned a FAM but requires professional or concentration-
specific mentorship or guidance from a faculty member, should reach out to their
Concentration Coordinator for support.

Request for Change in FAM

Student requests for changes to the Faculty Advisor must be initiated by the student. The
student must discuss their need with their current faculty advisor, identify a new faculty
advisor, complete the required form (below) securing signatures from all parties, and then
submit the form to the appropriate concentration coordinator and MPH Academic
Advisor. The form can be found in the Policies section of this handbook.

If the faculty advisor requires that a student be assigned a new faculty advisor, the change
request must be initiated by the faculty member contacting the appropriate concentration
coordinator.

Except in extremely rare circumstances (e.g., faculty member takes a sudden leave of
absence or leaves the (e.g., faculty member takes a sudden leave of absence or leaves the
university), no changes will be made in the final semester of the student’s program of
study.

Faculty Advisor & Mentor Role

Both the student and the FAM have a role in making the relationship a successful one.
FAM contributes to student well-being in the following ways:

Mentor students in developing professionalism skills

Support students as they define and work toward their professional goals

Provide general guidance/advice on career options and/or networking

Meet with advisees at least one time each semester, and more often in the last

two semesters of the program

Mentor the student through the completion of the Capstone Project

0 Advise the student in conceptualizing and preparing to complete the
capstone project

0 Provide guidance, feedback, and evaluation of student progress during
the Capstone semester

E
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0 Provide final assessment (pass/fail) of the student’s formally written
capstone paper
T Work closely with the MPH program staff in all the above to ensure success of
all students
1  Advise the MPH Director of any issues related to the student that may impact
the student’s academic progress
 FAM may also:
0 Advise the student when considering changes to the established plan of
study (coursework to meet graduation requirements).
0 Give input on elective course options
0 Serve as an additional resource as students search for an internship site
that matches their career goals

17
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PHC6941: Applied Practice Experience (APE)

The Applied Practice Experience (APE) aims to provide opportunities for our students to
apply foundational public health skills and knowledge learned in the classroom to real-life
experiences within the field. These applied practice experiences strengthen our students’
competencies in the key activities of our field.

Enroliment

Students are required to have completed all public health foundation courses (15-credits)
prior to enrollment in the APE (PHC 6941) course. Often, students take the APE course in
their final semester of the program along with the Capstone (PHC 6940) course, but this
may differ depending on a student’s plan of study. Please contact the APE Coordinator to
see if your internship meets programmatic requirements prior to submitting the internship
proposal packet.

Students can only be considered for PHC6941 enroliment if they have:

 Have completed at minimum, the 5 public health foundation course requirements
0 PHC 6001 Principles of Epidemiology in Public Health
PHC 6326 Environmental Health Concepts in Public Health
HSA 6114 U.S. Health Care System
PHC 6410 Psychological, Behavioral, and Social Issues in Public Health
PHC 6050 Statistical Methods for Health Sciences or PHC 6052 Introduction
to Biostatistical Methods
 Submitted a signed internship proposal packet to the APE Coordinator, which
includes the proposal form, work plan, and the preceptor’s resume/CV
0 Preceptors are work professionals at your APE site who will be overseeing
your experience. Preceptors must have either a terminal degree (e.g., PhD,
MD) and current, professional experience in public, OR a graduate degree
and at least three years of full-time, professional experience in public health
OR a BA/BS with 5+ years of public health experience.
0 The internship proposal packet can be found on our website here.
A 3.0 GPA or higher

© o0 o0o

Course Requirements

T A minimum of 150 internship hours (can be spread across multiple semesters, see
FAQ question #3 for more details).

I Development of 2 portfolio products that demonstrate at least 5 public health
competencies (see page 14).

I 50 public health experience (PHE) hours (48-credit MPH students only, please see
table below).


https://mph.ufl.edu/current-students/courses/phc-6941-applied-practice-experience/ape-proposal-form-and-deadlines/
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Public Health Experience (PHE) Hours

9 PHE hours are any paid or unpaid experiences (excluding the MPH APE /internship)
that occurs while the student is enrolled in the MPH program that can be
connected to practical or applied experience in public health.

i 48-credit MPH students can complete additional hours with their internship site to
count as their PHE if the 50-hour requirement is not met by the time they are
enrolled in APE.

1 See following for examples.

Examples of PHEs:

 Volunteering at a public health service organization, non-profit, or event.
Participation in a health or health education fair (e.g., as part of PHSA)
Participation in a case study competition
Working full time in a public health related field.
Combined Bachelors/MPH degree students who completed a relevant service
learning or internship experience, as part of their undergraduate program. Note:
the experience/internship must have been completed after the student was
admitted to the combined degree program.

T
1
1
1

How do students claim these hours?
Students must complete the PHE form (which includes an explanation of how the
experience is connected to public health) and submit it to the APE Coordinator.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM/NUMBER OF PHC

6941 CREDITS REQUIRED PHE HOURS

Traditional MPH Program (48-credit hours)

. . 50

students taking 3 credits of PHC6941
Traditional MPH Program (48-credit hours) Exermpt
students taking O4 credits of PHC6941 P
Accelerated MPH Program (42-credit

Exempt
hours)
Combined Professional Degree Programs

Exempt

(e.g., MD/MPH, JD/MPH, PharmD/MPH)

Exempt under the condition that the student
completed a relevant service learning or internship
experience, as part of their undergraduate program.
Combined Bachelors/MPH Program The experience must have been completed after the
student was admitted to the combined degree
program AND submitted a Public Health Experience
reflection to the APE Coordinator.
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APE Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. Will the MPH program help me find an internship?

It is the student’s responsibility to search, contact, interview with, and solidify the proposed
internship plan. However, the APE Coordinator is available for consultations and sends out
weekly newsletters with the latest internship postings. Students are not limited to internship
opportunities posted by the APE Coordinator.

2. Canldo my internship at my current place of employment?

We do not recommend that students complete their internship at their current place of
employment. However, the APE Coordinator may approve an internship in settings in which
students are employed, provided that certain safeguards can be established to preserve the
educational quality of the learning experience.

To consider a place of employment as an internship, students must:

i Be assigned to a different department or program and/or to a supervisor other than their
employment supervisor to oversee the internship.

Have been employed by the organization with satisfactory performance.

Be assigned duties different from those regularly performed as an employee.

Have assignments that are applicable to the public health core and concentration areas.
Have assignments that offer opportunities for new experiences and learning.
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Be able to work on and develop two work products.

3. How long should my internship be?

The MPH program requires that students take at least 3-credits of PHC6941. One credit hour
is equal to 50 hours of internship work. To satisfy the MPH program requirement, the
minimum number of clock hours required equates to 150 hours.

If a student would like to replace one of their elective courses, they can choose to take an
additional 3 credits of APE for a total of 6 APE credits (300 clock hours). To add more credits
of APE, students must request a change in their plan of study and get it approved by their
academic advisor.

In addition, students may spread their internship credits across multiple semesters. For
example, instead of taking 3 credits in a single semester, students can take 1 credit of
PHC6941 in the Fall and then 2 credits in the Spring as long as they are able to meet the
required internship hours by the end of each semester. In this case, the student would need to
complete 50 hours in the Fall and 100 hours in the Spring respectively and turn in their two
work products in their final APE semester.

4. How soon can | start my internship?

You may start your internship at any time throughout the year. However, only internship
hours accrued during the enroliment of PHC6941 will count towards the degree requirement.
Anything outside of the enroliment period will not be considered unless approved by the APE
Coordinator in accordance with UF policies.
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MPH Capstone Project

The Council for Education in Public Health (CEPH, 2021) requires all MPH students to complete an
Integrated Learning Experience (ILE), also known as the Capstone Project. The Capstone project is
the student’s culminating experience in which the MPH student synthesizes, integrates, and
applies the skills they have acquired throughout the MPH program. The MPH student will deliver a
professional presentation (typically during Public Health Day) and write a formally written paper
describing their Capstone Project.

Although students register for the Capstone Course (PHC 6940) in their final semester; we
encourage students to begin conceptualization and work towards the project prior to their final
semester. The faculty advisor-mentor (FAM) serves as the MPH student’s primary resource
throughout the completion of the project.

Enrollment in PHC 6940

Students are required to have completed all public health core (15 credits) and concentration core
(12-15 dependent on concentration) prior to enroliment in the Capstone (PHC 6940) course. The
Associate Director, after assuring all requirements are met, will enroll the student in the Capstone
course. MPH students are not able to self-register for PHC 6940.

Types of Projects

Projects should be specific to the student’s MPH concentration, but they may take on several
different structures and formats based on the specific experiences. No matter the type, it should
be a substantial project that involves a question/problem/issue, review of relevant literature,
application of appropriate public health methods, description of results or outcomes, discussion,
and implications. Completed projects must demonstrate acquisition and synthesis of at least 2
MPH core and at least 2 concentration-specific competencies.

Examples of projects include, but are not limited to:
 Literature review
1 Secondary data analysis (analysis of
existing data)
9 Primary data analysis (collection and
analysis)

Program evaluation
Community needs assessment
Program or Grant proposal
Policy analysis

Research Proposal
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Grading the Capstone Paper & Presentation

The FAM serves as the MPH student’s primary resource throughout the completion of the
Capstone Project. (See Faculty Advisor & Mentor Role for more information.) The FAM will provide
feedback on written paper drafts and will grade the Final Capstone Paper and the Presentation.
Students must receive a grade of “Pass” on their Final Exam Milestone as well as their final
Capstone Paper in order to graduate with their MPH degree. If a student is at risk of not passing,
the FAM will notify the MPH Program so a remediation plan can be made.

Recommended Timeline for Completion

Students are strongly encouraged to begin conceptualization of, and receive faculty advisor-
mentor approval for, their Capstone Project in the semester (or two) prior to taking the Capstone
course. Students who first begin work on their Capstone Project in the capstone semester are
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encouraged to focus their project on a literature review or secondary data analysis (using already

available data).

The following table provides an ideal timeline for beginning and completing the Capstone project.
Please note that the text in blue indicates a required deadline.

Semester of Completion Timeline

SPRING

SUMMER

FALL

Task to Complete

August prior to
Capstone semester

January prior to
Capstone semester

February prior to
Capstone semester

Discuss Capstone ideas with Faculty
Advisor-Mentor (FAM)

September prior

February prior

March-April prior

Finalize project idea

October prior

March prior

May prior

Send proposal to FAM for approval

November prior

Early April prior

June/July prior

Submit IRB approval (if needed)

Late December/

Ensure you are registered for PHC

Late April July/A st
Early January a pri uly/Augu 6940
Submit FAM approved Proposal
By Week 2 of classes
4 (and IRB approval) to Canvas
Week 3-4 of classes Submit draft introduction
Week 5-6 of classes Submit draft methods
Week 7-8 of classes Submit draft results
mplete an mit near final
Week 10 Week 9 Week 10 Lomple e:?\ d submit near fina
draft of written paper
. . Early to Mid- .
Early to Mid-April Week 10 EIME7ALE) Wl Present Capstone Project
November

1 week before end of Capstone Semester

Complete and submit final draft of
written paper

Certified in Public Health Exam

On their home page, the National Board of Public Health Examiners states:

“The Certified in Public Health (CPH) credential distinguishes public health professionals at the
cutting edge of an ever-evolving field. The credential - the only one of its kind for public health -



https://www.nbphe.org/
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demonstrates knowledge of key public health sciences, but also a commitment to the field through
continuing education focused on emerging and established public health issues.”

“The Certified in Public Health (CPH) exam covers the areas of knowledge relevant to
contemporary public health and general principles. The examination was crafted to assess a
person’s knowledge of these competencies, regardless of his or her area of expertise.” Currently,
these include:

General Principles

Biostatistics

Environmental Health Sciences
Epidemiology

Health Policy and Management
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Communication and Informatics
Diversity and Culture
Leadership

Public Health Biology
Professionalism

Programs Planning

Systems Thinking
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The CPH credentials should be valid across all 50 states. For eligibility, the NBPHE considers any
student who is enrolled in a CEPH accredited program (or in the process of applying for
accreditation) eligible to sit for the exam but leaves it up to each school to determine who is
eligible based on when and how their student attain the foundational competencies.

As a program we have determined eligibility by whether a student has taken or are enrolled in all 5
public health core classes. The NBPHE also allows students who have completed our certificate or
who have worked in public health for 5 years with any bachelors or 3 years with any masters
degree to sit for the exam also.

Those who take and pass the exam while a student in a public health program are “provisionally”
certified until they actually receive their degree. Upon graduation, they are converted to fully
certified.

The NBPHE website provides more information on eligibility and applying for the CPH exam.
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Program POLICIES & General Reminders

Graduate School Policy Regarding Undergraduate Courses

The Master of Public Health is a graduate degree; thus, students are expected to take graduate-level
courses. MPH students who register for undergraduate courses must ensure that the course does not
conflict with a course in their graduate program. Student must also understand that undergraduate
courses will not count towards their graduate degree in public health and that the cost of
undergraduate courses will be charged in addition to the regular MPH block or per credit tuition.

Requirements for Satisfactory Progress

Grades: The only passing grades for graduate students are A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, and S. Grades of C+
and C count toward a graduate degree if an equal number of credits in courses numbered 5000 or
higher have been earned with grades of B+ and A, respectively. Grade points are not given for S and U
grades; S and U grades are not used to calculate grade point averages. All letter-graded graduate
level courses are eligible to count toward graduate degrees are used to calculate the cumulative
grade-point average.

Incomplete Grades: Grades of | (incomplete) received during the preceding term should be removed
as soon as possible. Grades of | carry no quality points and become punitive after one term. All grades
of | must be removed before a graduate degree can be awarded. See also “Financial implications of
receiving an (l) grade for PHC 6941 and/or PHC 6940.”

Unsatisfactory Progress or Unsatisfactory Scholarship: Any graduate student may be denied
further registration if progress toward completing the program becomes unsatisfactory to the
academic unit, college, or Dean of the Graduate School. Unsatisfactory scholarship is defined as
failure to maintain a B average (3.00) in all work attempted. Per UF requirements to graduate,
graduate students need a 3.00 GPA in their major (and in the minor if a minor is declared). Students
with less than a 3.00 GPA may not hold an assistantship or fellowship.

Time limitation: Per graduate school requirements, all work (including transferred credit) counted
toward the master’s degree must be completed within 7 years before the degree is awarded.

Leave of Absence and Readmission

Students who wish to take a leave of absence from their academic program for three or more
consecutive terms (including Summer term) must obtain prior written approval from their academic
units. Students who wish to skip a single term will be scheduled automatically for a registration
appointment for one additional term. Graduate students who do not enroll at the University for three
consecutive terms, including any summer term, must reapply for readmission whether to the same or
a different program. Readmission is not guaranteed and is subject to the availability of space at the
appropriate level, college, and/or major. Readmission applications are available online. Please
complete the Grad Readmission App near the bottom of that website.

Establishing Florida Residency

Residency refers to whether you are an in-state Florida resident or an out-of-state resident, and this
classification determines your rate of tuition for the campus-based program. Florida residents pay
less in fees per credit hour than do non-Florida residents. Online students are charged the same
tuition and fee rate regardless of residency classification.
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Florida state statute Section 1009.21 defines the requirements for in-state status. Generally a person
is considered a Florida resident for the purpose of paying taxes, voting or other legal purposes after
residing in the state for a designated length of time. However, state statute specifies additional
requirements for a student to be classified as an in-state resident for tuition purposes. Most
importantly: living in or attending school in Florida will not, in itself, establish legal residence for
tuition purposes.

Your initial residency classification is determined solely by the Office of Admissions when you apply to
the university. Failure to provide all relevant information and required documentation in the residency
section of the admission application could result in a non-Florida or out-of-state resident
classification for tuition purposes. You have until the last day of classes in your first term to request
the Office of Admissions to re-evaluate your residency status by providing additional documentation
not submitted previously.

Once you have completed your first year at UF, you can request a reclassification of your
residency status, however approval is not guaranteed. You must contact the Office of the
University Registrar to initiate this process. Please visit the UF Residency website for additional
information about this process.

MPH Tuition & Expenses

Campus MPH Tuition

Tuition is assessed in two different ways, based on status. Upon enrollment, students identify their
status as full-time or part-time, which establishes their billing method for the duration of the MPH
program. Full-time students take 9 or more credits per semester. Part-time students take less than 9
credits per semester.

MPH tuition is affected by any tuition increases the University approves so tuition could potentially
increase each fall semester. Anytime the MPH 48 credit block tuition rate increases, the MPH per-
credit rate will also increase. To get the MPH per credit rate, divide the block rate by 12.

Full-time Students (Block Tuition)

Full-time students (students enrolled in 9 credits or more) are charged 4 standard (and often equal)
payments in consecutive semesters, including summer. The 4 standard payments are referred to as
“Block Tuition”.

The 4 payments that full-time students in the 48 and 42 credit programs pay in consecutive
semesters (including summer) is referred to as “Block Tuition”. Students are charged a standard rate
regardless of enrolled credits. Each semester, the expected block rate is displayed on the University
of Florida Student Bursar’s website.

- Click on the appropriate academic year

- Click on the appropriate fee tier

- Scroll down to the last chart...the resident and non-resident Block Tuition rate for the 48 and 42

credit Public Health Programs is displayed.

Beginning in the first semester, full-time traditional campus-based students are charged 4
consecutive block tuition payments. After the 4™ payment students are no longer assessed tuition if


https://admissions.ufl.edu/afford/residency
http://www.fa.ufl.edu/bursar/current-students/
http://www.fa.ufl.edu/bursar/current-students/
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they take no more than 48 MPH credit hours. For example, a student that starts in a Fall semester will
be billed as outlined below:

Fall (1°* semester) Block Tuition payment 1
Spring (2" semester) Block Tuition payment 2
Summer (3™ semester) Block Tuition payment 3
Fall (4™ Semester) Block Tuition payment 4 (last payment)

Spring (5""/Final Semester) NO PAYMENT

The MPH block tuition rate remains the same regardless of the number of credits a student takes. For
example: if, in each semester, there are two students that are both coded as Florida residents, and
one takes 12 credits while the other takes 9 credits, there will be no difference in the amount of
tuition they pay. Each will pay the same amount.

During the 5™ no-pay semester after four blocks have been paid, financial aid is limited to living
expenses. This can cause the overall amount of aid students receive to be less than the first four
semesters for those who were charged block tuition. Also, if you are hired as a graduate assistant and
receive a tuition waiver with your assistantship, please note that your 5" no-pay semester may affect
your Gator Grad Care benefit as well.

Part-Time and Collaborative Degree Students (Per-credit Rate)

Part-time students (students enrolled in less than 9 credits) and those in collaborative programs
(combined degree, joint, concurrent, and non-traditional) are charged the MPH per-credit rate once
they are enrolled as graduate MPH students. This is calculated as the MPH 48 credit block tuition rate
for one semester, divided by 12. For example, if the 48-credit block tuition rate is $7645.34, the MPH
per-credit rate will be assessed as: $7,645.34/12 = $637.11 per credit hour.

Students that pay the MPH per credit rate pay tuition every semester they are enrolled. Unlike
students paying the block rate, there is no “tuition-exempt” semester.

Online MPH Tuition

Tuition for the fully online Population Health Management (PHM), Social and Behavioral Sciences
(SBS) and Public Health Practice (PHP) concentrations is set at a per credit rate only. There is no block
tuition option. Online PHM, SBS and PHP students pay an hourly tuition rate of $550 per credit and
take classes at a pace of their choosing. They also pay each semester depending on how many
credits they are registered for. The online tuition rate is the same, regardless of residency (either
Florida, U.S.).

All online courses are assessed an additional distance learning fee of $35.75 per credit.

The online PHM, SBS and PHP concentrations are self-funded programs and traditionally do not
accept UF EEP, UF Teaching Assistant, or State Tuition Waivers. The online MPH concentrations
reserve the right to allow EEP and waiver use on a case-by-case basis, depending on space. Please
contact AskMPH@phhp.ufl.edu for more information.

Additional Tuition Information

Financial Aid
Both full-time and part-time MPH students are eligible for financial aid if they are enrolled in the
minimum number of credits required to receive aid.


mailto:AskMPH@phhp.ufl.edu
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Situations where students can be charged more than the outlined MPH tuition rate (block and
per-credit)
- If a student registers after the regular registration deadline, the University will add a $100 late fee.
- If an MPH student who pays block tuition registers for a course in another department that is not
approved in the MPH curriculum, a separate fee will be assessed for the course on top of the
block tuition charge.
- If an MPH student who pays block tuition registers for credits beyond the required 48 or 42 credit
programs, tuition will be assessed for the additional credits.

Financial implications of receiving an (I) grade for PHC 6941 and/or PHC 6940

Students who receive incomplete grades in their Applied Practice Experience or Capstone course
may be required to register for additional credits in the following semester to meet the graduate
school’s final term registration requirement. The final term registration policy requires that all
students must be registered for a minimum of 3 credit hours in the Fall or Spring semester you intend
to graduate or 2 credits if graduating in a summer semester. These additional credits beyond the 48
credits required for the degree are not covered under block tuition and thus students must pay for
them separately.

Additional Expenses

In addition to tuition, books, and supplies, you should anticipate the expenses listed below:
Photo identification badges

Laboratory fees

Vaccinations (campus students)

Health insurance (campus students)

Hand-outs and materials for classes and/or presentations
Required computer hardware and software

Printing of materials for classes and/or presentations
Computer printer or access to printer

Webcam

Headset with microphone

Access to a video camera

High speed Internet connection
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Request for Change of Faculty Advisor

Student requests for changes to the Faculty Advisor must be initiated by the student. The student
must discuss their need with their current faculty advisor, identify a new faculty advisor, complete the
required form (below) securing signatures from all parties, and then submit the form to the
appropriate concentration coordinator and MPH Academic Advisor.

If the faculty advisor requires that a student be assigned a new faculty advisor, the change request
must be initiated by the faculty member contacting the appropriate concentration coordinator.

Except in extremely rare circumstances (e.g., faculty member takes a sudden leave of absence or

leaves the university), no changes will be made in the final semester of the student’s program of
study.
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MPH REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN FACULTY ADVISOR & MENTOR

Date: Student Name:

Current Faculty Advisor & Mentor:

Proposed New Faculty Advisor & Mentor

Rationale for Change:

Signature, Faculty Advisor (current) Date
Faculty Advisor (new) Date
Date

Signature, Concentration Coordinator (current)
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MPH Concentration Change Procedures

Every student in the MPH program applied to and was admitted by a specific concentration, based on
their interests and goals. If a student decides that they wish to complete an MPH in a different
concentration, the student must be aware of the potential for additional time and money required to
complete the MPH, given course structure and availability. Additionally, concentration changes are
not guaranteed, as they are subject to review by the proposed new concentration’s admissions
committee as well as consideration of the proposed new concentration’s resource to add to students.

The following steps should be carried out if a student wishes to complete his/her MPH in a different

1 their


































































































































































