
F4. Delivery of Professional Development Opportunities for the Workforce 

  
The school advances public health by addressing the professional development needs of the 
current public health workforce, broadly defined, based on assessment activities described in 
Criterion F3. Professional development offerings can be for-credit or not-for-credit and can be one-
time or sustained offerings. 
 

1) Describe the school’s process for developing and implementing professional development 
activities for the workforce and ensuring that these activities align with needs identified in 
Criterion F3.  

 
Professional development activities for the workforce are developed mainly at the department or 
center level based on their knowledge of the needs of the communities they regularly serve and 
in response to health-related current events. These activities are offered with varying frequency 
and through many different delivery methods, including live stream and recorded media, which 
allows public health workforce participants who cannot travel to Gainesville to still take advantage 
of these offerings.  
 

2) Provide two to three examples of education/training activities offered by the school in the 
last three years in response to community-identified needs. For each activity, include the 
number of external participants served (i.e., individuals who are not faculty or students at 
the institution that houses the school).  

 
Our Community, Our Health town hall meetings, sponsored by HealthStreet, link health 
researchers, health experts, and community members to discuss and learn more about health 
topics of interest to the community. The meetings act as a platform for sharing ideas about 
health-research priorities, communicating research findings to the community and integrating 
ideas for research from multiple stakeholders across the country. These events have both a 
physical audience and participants in other locations who attend by live stream. Each town hall 
event features researchers from a different site, and feedback from participants is used to 
improve the forum as it continues to develop and expand. Recent town hall meetings have 
focused on autism and research, traumatic brain injury, distracted driving and cancer 
survivorship. Additional COVID-19 update webinars have been held to link public health 
professionals and community members to experts in that field. Although HealthStreet does not 
collect data on whether participants are UF faculty and students or are other public health 
professionals, the town halls have always been accessible via live stream and are advertised to a 
wide audience so they are likely capturing those in the public health workforce.  
  

Table F4-1: Education/Training in Response to Community-Identified Needs 

Date Event 
Number of 

Participants 

March 17, 2020 Traumatic Brain Injury 43 

February 11, 2020 Distracted Driving 84 + 19 (in-person) 

January 27, 2020 Cancer Survivorship 23 + 22 (in-person) 

November 6, 2019 Maternal & Child Health 85 

May 29, 2019 Medical Marijuana and Public Health 54 

March 28, 2019 Gut Health & The Microbiome 46 

January 22, 2019 
Healthy Aging: Evidence-Based Lifestyle 

Interventions 
35 

November 29, 2018 Diabetes: The Hidden Epidemic 10 

September 27, 2018 Multiple Sclerosis: A Revolution in the Making 22 

August 29, 2018 Pesticides and Health: What We Need to Know 39 

July 26, 2018 
National Minority Mental Health Awareness 

Month 
32 



Table F4-1: Education/Training in Response to Community-Identified Needs 

Date Event 
Number of 

Participants 

May 21, 2018 
Opioid Addiction: Controversies Surrounding 

Treatment 
34 

February 28, 2018 Youth Tobacco Prevention Policy 22 

November 14, 2017 Food Insecurity: A National Town Hall 38 

August 30, 2017 Opioids: A Crisis Facing Our Communities 28 

March 30, 2017 
Everything You Wanted to Know About the 

Zika Virus 
29 

February 21, 2017 HPV Vaccine: Taking a Shot Against Cancer 11 

January 31, 2017 
Addressing the Stigma: Intersections Between 

HIV and Substance Abuse 
31 

 
SHARC 
On April 18 and 19, 2019, SHARC hosted the Florida Community, Providers, and Researchers 
(CPR) conference. The conference provided networking, training and other professional 
development opportunities to community members, policymakers, medical professionals and 
public health professionals from various governmental and nongovernmental agencies with whom 
SHARC collaborates. There were a total of 138 attendees, 88 of whom were external participants. 
An attendee list can be found in ERF F4. Speakers included: 
 

 Dr. Jeffrey Beal, the Medical Director of the Bureau of HIV/AIDS at the Florida 
Department of Health 

 Dr. Ana Garcia, Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics and Ryan White Part D- 
Pediatric Coordinator at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine in the 
Department of Pediatrics Division of Infectious Diseases & Immunology 

 Ms. Shana Geary, Supplementary Surveillance Program Manager in the HIV/AIDS 
Section of the Bureau of Communicable Diseases at the Florida Department of Health 

 Ms. Marissa Gonzalez, President of the Ft. Myers Youth Services Coalition and HIV 
Advocate 

 Dr. Maureen Goodenow, the NIH Associate Director for AIDS Research and the Director 
of the Office of AIDS Research 

 Ms. Gena Grant, a Patient Advocacy Representative at the University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine, Division of Infectious Disease & Immunology 

 Dr. Laura Nyblade, a Fellow and Senior Technical Advisor with RTI International and 
USAID's Healthy Policy Plus Project 

 Dr. Michael Perri, Dean of the University of Florida College of Public Health and Health 
Professions 

 Mr. Michael Ruppal, Executive Director of the Aids Institute 

 Mr. Yuri Velasquez, Health Educator/Prevention & Testing Consultant at the Florida 
Department of Health in Lee County 

 Ms. Valerie Wojciechowicz, Manager, the Medical Peer Navigator Program at CAN 
Community Health 



PHHP/FPHA Mental Health Regional Training  
In December 2019, PHHP partnered with the Florida Public Health Association (FPHA) to offer a 
Mental Health Regional Training event to teach participants how community based mental health 
and substance abuse treatment systems work. This full day event was advertised to members of 
the FPHA, who represent many areas of the public health workforce in the state, and included a 
registration discount for FPHA members. There were 50 registered participants for the event, 38 
of whom were external participants. Attendee list and program agenda can be found in ERF F4. 
 

3) If applicable, assess strengths and weaknesses related to this criterion and plans for 

improvement in this area.  

 

Strengths: 

 Because of ongoing community and professional engagement of HealthStreet and SHARC, as well 

as professional partnerships with community-based and governmental public health agencies, the 

college uses a variety of venues to respond to the professional development needs of the 

workforce. 

 UF and PHHP resources, including spaces for gatherings of all sizes, as well as live streaming 

opportunities allow for participation by a broad array of public health workers. 

 

Weaknesses: 

 Identification of participants from outside the college is not always available. 

 

Plans for improvement: 

 Development of a method for assuring that participants in all workforce development programs can 

be categorized by affiliation with PHHP. 

 

 


