
Introduction 
 

1) Describe the institutional environment, which includes the following: 
 

a. year institution was established and its type (e.g., private, public, land-grant, etc.) 
 
The University of Florida (UF) is a major public, comprehensive, land-grant, research university.  
Tracing its roots to a small seminary established in 1853, UF opened its doors in Gainesville in 
1906 with 102 students. 
 

b. number of schools and colleges at the institution and the number of degrees offered by the 
institution at each level (bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral and professional preparation 
degrees) 
 
Today, UF is one of the most comprehensive and academically diverse universities in the nation 
with an annual enrollment of over 57,000 students. UF is home to 16 colleges and more than 170 
research centers and institutes. UF currently offers 96 bachelor’s, 126 master’s, 83 research 
doctorate, 12 professional doctorate and seven specialist doctorate degree programs. 
 

c. number of university faculty, staff and students 
 
As of December 2019, UF had 5,747 faculty members with distinguished records in teaching, 
research and service as well as 9,716 full time staff and 56,567 students. 
 

d. brief statement of distinguishing university facts and characteristics 
 
UF is consistently ranked among the nation’s top universities: No. 6 in U.S. News & World Report 
“Top Public Universities” (2020). UF is one of only 17 public land-grant universities that belong to 
the Association of American Universities, the higher-education organization that includes the top 
62 public and private institutions in North America. UF is a leader in research and discoveries 
which improve the lives of individuals throughout the state, nation and world. In 2019, UF’s 
research funding totaled a record $928.6 million.  
 
In 2013, the Florida legislature identified UF as a “preeminent university” and provided funding to 
hire an additional 100 seasoned professors, including 10 in the College of Public Health and 
Health Professions (PHHP), to nurture the scientific and scholarly progress that would enhance 
UF’s recognition as a top public research university. In 2017, the Florida legislature provided 
additional resources to launch “The UF Faculty 500 Initiative,” adding 500 more faculty members 
(including 26 in PHHP). The purpose of this initiative is to enhance UF’s academic mission by 
lowering the student to faculty ratio from 21:1 to 17:1, thereby reducing class sizes and 
enhancing the quality of the students’ educational experience. 
 

e. names of all accrediting bodies (other than CEPH) to which the institution responds. The 
list must include the regional accreditor for the university as well as all specialized 
accreditors to which any school, college or other organizational unit at the university 
responds.  

 
The University of Florida’s accreditation to award bachelor, master, specialist, engineering, 
doctoral and professional degrees is reaffirmed every 10 years by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). SACSCOC is the regional body for 
the accreditation of degree-granting higher education institutions in the Southern states. 
SACSCOC reaffirmed UF’s accreditation on January 13, 2014. The next reaffirmation of 
accreditation is scheduled for 2024.  
 
Accredited instructional programs within the college and their respective accrediting agencies are 
shown in the following table. 



 

Table Intro-1e: Accrediting Bodies 

Degree Accrediting Body 

Full Accreditation 

Date of most 
recent 

accreditation 

Date current 
accreditation 

expires 

Master of Arts in 
Communication 
Sciences and 
Disorders 

Council on Academic Accreditation 
in Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology 

2016 2024 

Master of Health 
Administration 

Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Management 
Education 

2014 2022 

Doctor of 
Occupational 
Therapy 

Accreditation Council for 
Occupational Therapy Education 

Has been 
granted 

candidacy 
status; 

Accreditation 
decision 

August 2021 

 

Doctor of Audiology 
Council on Academic Accreditation 
in Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology 

2016 2024 

Doctor of Physical 
Therapy 

Commission on Accreditation in 
Physical Therapy Education 2014 2024 

PhD in Psychology American Psychological 
Association 2015 2022 

 
 

f. brief history and evolution of the school of public health (SPH) and related organizational 
elements, if applicable (e.g., date founded, educational focus, other degrees offered, 
rationale for offering public health education in unit, etc.) 
 
In 1958, the College of Health Related Services — as it was then known — opened with three 
departments and 10 faculty members under the leadership of Dr. Darrel J. Mase. It was the first 
college of health professions located within an academic health center. The model was soon 
recognized nationwide and within 15 years, 70 similar schools of health professions had been 
established. 

 
The 1970s and 1980s saw continued growth, including the launch of Florida’s first bachelor’s 
program in health science, and advances in clinical care and research. In the 1990s and 2000s, 
faculty committed to ambitiously boosting grant funding, increasing from $1.5 million in funding in 
1995 to $10 million in 2007. In the late 1990s, the college launched two new PhD programs: the 
interdisciplinary rehabilitation science program, the first in the Southeast, and a PhD program in 
health services research. The college also participated in a collaborative Master of Public Health 
(MPH program) with the College of Medicine and the College of Health and Human Performance.  



 
In 2003, the university decided to consolidate public health programs and place them in the 
college. By December of that year, the name of the college was changed from Health Professions 
to Public Health and Health Professions, and the college underwent significant restructuring to 
add new faculty, departments and doctoral programs. These included the addition of the 
Department of Environmental and Global Health as well as the Departments of Biostatistics and 
Epidemiology, which are organizationally co-located in the College of Public Health and Health 
Professions and the College of Medicine (PHHP-COM). The two departments were established in 
2010 to replace the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics in PHHP and the Department 
of Epidemiology and Health Policy Research in the College of Medicine. The reporting structure 
of these departments is discussed in section A4-1.  

 
The college launched PhD programs in Epidemiology and Biostatistics and enrolled their first 
students in 2008. The following year, the college received its first full accreditation from the 
Council on Education for Public Health and founded the Department of Environmental and Global 
Health. PhD programs in public health started in 2011, as well as a public health laboratory in 
Haiti to identify and contain infectious disease outbreaks. In 2012, the Department of 
Environmental and Global Health introduced the first One Health academic program in the world. 
The college established the Bachelor of Public Health degree program in 2016. 

 
Today, the college is home to eight departments: Biostatistics; Clinical and Health Psychology; 
Environmental and Global Health; Epidemiology; Health Services Research, Management and 
Policy; Occupational Therapy; Physical Therapy; and Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences. 
More than 2,500 students are enrolled in the college’s 20 academic degree programs that include 
bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral (PhD) and professional degrees. The Bachelor of Health Science, 
Bachelor of Public Health, the PhD in Rehabilitation Science and the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences concentrations of the master’s and PhD in Public Health are administered through the 
Dean’s Office; all other degree programs are administered at the department level. Faculty and 
students perform service in the community and region through three equal access clinics and UF 
HealthStreet, a community engagement program that provides an array of public health services 
and connects community members to research opportunities and health and social services. In 
2019-2020, faculty received more than $44.9 million in research grants and contracts, a 15% 
increase over the prior year. The college is now ranked 9th in NIH funding among accredited 
schools of public health at public universities. 
 



 
2) Organizational charts that clearly depict the following related to the school:  

 
a. the school’s internal organization, including the reporting lines to the dean 

 
See ERF Introduction: Organizational Chart A. 

 



 
b. the relationship between school and other academic units within the institution. Organizational charts may include committee 

structure organization and reporting lines 
 
See ERF Introduction: Organizational Chart B. 

 

 
 

c. the lines of authority from the school’s leader to the institution’s chief executive officer (president, chancellor, etc.), including 
intermediate levels (e.g., reporting to the president through the provost) 
 



See ERF Introduction: Organizational Chart C. 
 

 
 



d. for multi-partner schools and schools (as defined in Criterion A2), organizational charts 
must depict all participating institutions 

 
Not applicable



3) An instructional matrix presenting all of the school or program’s degree programs and concentrations including bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees, as appropriate. Present data in the format of Template Intro-1. 

 
Table Intro-1: Instructional Matrix - Degrees and Concentrations 

Bachelor's Degrees 
Categorized 

as public 
health* 

Campus 
based Executive Distance 

based 

Communication Sciences and Disorders BHS  BHS  BHS 
Health Science BHS  BHS   

Public Health BPH X BPH   

Master's Degrees Academic Professional 
Categorized 

as public 
health*  

Campus 
based Executive Distance 

based 

Communication Sciences and Disorders MA   MA   

Health Administration MHA   MHA   

Environmental and Global Health (One Health) MHS   MHS  MHS 

Biostatistics MS MPH X MPH 
MS 

 MS 

Environmental Health  MPH X MPH   

Epidemiology MS MPH X MPH 
MS 

  

Population Health Management  MPH X MPH   

Social and Behavioral Sciences  MPH X MPH  MPH 
Public Health Practice  MPH X MPH  MPH 

Doctoral Degrees Academic Professional 
Categorized 

as public 
health*  

Campus 
based Executive Distance 

based 

Audiology  AUD  AUD   

Biostatistics PhD  X PhD   

Clinical Psychology PhD   PhD   

Epidemiology PhD  X PhD   

Doctoral Degrees (cont.) Academic Professional 
Categorized 

as public 
health* 

Campus 
based Executive Distance 

based 



Table Intro-1: Instructional Matrix - Degrees and Concentrations 
Occupational Therapy  OTD  OTD   

Physical Therapy  DPT  DPT   

Public Health – Environmental and Global Health PhD  X PhD   

Public Health – One Health PhD  X PhD   

Public Health – Health Services Research PhD  X PhD   

Public Health – Social and Behavioral Sciences PhD  X PhD   

Rehabilitation Science PhD   PhD   

Joint Degrees (Dual, Combined, Concurrent, 
Accelerated Degrees) 

Academic Professional 
Categorized 

as public 
health* 

Campus 
based Executive Distance 

based 
2nd Degree Area Public Health 

Concentration 

4+1 Accelerated Any Bachelor’s/any 
MPH concentration 

 Bachelor’s-
MPH X MPH   

4+1 Accelerated Any Bachelor’s/MS in 
Biostatistics 

Bachelor’s-
MS  X MS  MS 

Dentistry Any MPH concentration  MPH-DMD X MPH   

Law Any MPH concentration  MPH-JD X MPH   

Medicine Any MPH concentration  MPH-MD X MPH   

Pharmacy Any MPH concentration  MPH-
PharmD X MPH  MPH 

Doctor of Philosophy Any MPH concentration MPH-PhD  X MPH   

Physical Therapy Any MPH concentration  MPH-DPT X MPH   

Veterinary Medicine MPH in Public Health 
Practice 

 MPH-DVM X MPH   

 



4) Enrollment data for all of the school’s degree programs, including bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral degrees, in the format of Template Intro-2. Schools that house “other” degrees and 
concentrations (as defined in Criterion D19) should separate those degrees and concentrations 
from the public health degrees for reporting student enrollments. 

 
Data for spring 2021 enrollment will be provided in the final self-study. 

 
Table Intro-2: Enrollment Data for Public Health Degree Programs 

Degree Current 
Enrollment 

 Master's  
MPH (Biostatistics)   
MPH (Environmental Health)   
MPH (Epidemiology)   
MPH (Population Health Management)   
MPH (Public Health Practice)   
MPH (Social and Behavioral Sciences)   
MS in Biostatistics   
MS in Epidemiology   
 Doctoral  
PhD in Biostatistics   
PhD in Epidemiology   
PhD in Public Health (Environmental Health)   
PhD in Public Health (Health Services Research)   
PhD in Public Health (One Health)   
PhD in Public Health (Social and Behavioral 
Sciences)   
 Bachelor's  
Bachelor of Public Health (BPH)   
Provide data for the most recent year for which complete data are available at the 
time of the site visit (not at the time your preliminary self-study is due).    
 

 
Table Intro-3: Enrollment Data for non-Public Health Degree 

Programs 

Degree Current 
Enrollment 

 Master's  
Communication Sciences and Disorders   
Health Administration   
Environmental and Global Health (One Health)   
 Doctoral  
Audiology   
Clinical Psychology   
Occupational Therapy   
Physical Therapy   



Table Intro-3: Enrollment Data for non-Public Health Degree 
Programs 

Degree Current 
Enrollment 

Rehabilitation Science   
 Bachelor's  
Bachelor of Health Science (BHS)   
Bachelor of Health Science, Communication 
Sciences and Disorders (BHS)   
Provide data for the most recent year for which complete data are available at the 
time of the site visit (not at the time your preliminary self-study is due).    
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